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Julia: "She is a shameless baggage if ever there was one; and
ruddled to the eyes, as I can see from here. I hope the white may
kill her!" The allusion is to the death of the contemporary Lady
Coventry, one of the beautiful Gunning sisters, from poisoning
through the use of white paint on her face and neck. In the
same book, when Sir George Soane refuses to duel after dark,
saying "I will be neither Lord Byron nor his victim," he alludes
to the killing of Chaworth by the fifth Lord Byron in 1765, two
years before the date of the story's setting. Though English
critics lacked competence justly to assess Weyman's merits, the
municipality of Geneva made him a presentation in recognition
of the historical accuracy of The Long Night.

The book which broke his ten years' silence, The Great House,
published in 1918, is a pendant to Chippinge, reconstructing the
political and social scene of England at the time of Peel's repeal
of the Corn Laws. Evidently written with care, this romance
follows a more analytical and thoughtful bent than its pre-
decessors, and in Mary Audley he achieved a living woman
of character and charm, whose naturalness shames the artificial
females portrayed by many of the famous novelists who wrote
during the period of the story. But still Weyman was regarded
as a mere entertaining romancer by obtuse reviewers, who failed
utterly to recognise the warning historical parallel between the
story of commercial boom and slump after Waterloo in Qvingtorfs
Bank and the similar post-war situation of 1922, the year of the
book's publication. In 1925 he returned to the vein of A Gentleman
of Prance with The Traveller in the Pur Cloak, a breathlessly
dramatic story of secret service in Central Europe after Wagram
in 1809, and in Queen's Potty reproduced Jane Austen's atmosphere
in a study of social life at the time of Nelson's naval victories^
while The Lively Peggy, published a few months after his death
in 1928, treats of Devon seafaring men and country society at the
same period.

Weyman left a rich legacy of historical romance, which
challenges comparison with the output of any other English
historical novelist after Scott. Odd books by other novelists may
be preferred to obvious comparisons among his works;
Blackmore's Springhaven looms larger than The Lively Peggy,
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